
 
 

RFI Answers – Install Automatic Transfer Switch, Waco VAMC 
CTVHCS 
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Q1:  Will ATS be switching the neutral? 

A1: Yes. 

 

Q2:  Will the ATS have an isolation by-pass? 

A2:  Yes. 

 

Q3:  Will there be a remote annunciator? If so where? 

A3: Will be on the ATS unit or on a separate dashboard mounted close to the ATS. 

 

Q4:  What is the available fault current at the pad- mounted transformer? 

A4: I am still looking for the transformer’s fault current analysis. I do not have the design 
submittal for the transformer but will keep looking for it. 

 

Q5:  What type Cam-locks for the generator taps? 

A5: A non-metallic booth, typically made of nylon, retaining screws that hold the boot in place 
and at least 900 turn to lock. This will depend on the generator already purchased but not 
delivered yet. 

 

Q6:  Time frame is too short. Contractor will have 10 days to from NTP for start, submittals 2 
weeks to prepare, approval 2 weeks depending on VA, 8 weeks for equipment to be 
manufactured and shipped to site, 6 weeks for install and testing, 1-week inspection and punch 
list. This is 143 days and that is with no issues. Will a longer time period be allowed? 

A6: This is an urgent project, but time could be extended if needed. Will evaluate the necessity 
for time extension.  

 

 



Q7:  Is there a geo-tech report available from the existing laundry facility documents? 

A7: No, not sure but will look for it if available. On this short notice to respond, I have to say no 
for now. 

 

Q8: Will you confirm an exact location for the new pad? 

A8: The contractor will propose exact location to the VA after underground utility survey near 
the vicinity of the transformer at bldg. 226. The VA would then approve depending on existing 
utilities in the area. 

 

Q9:  5. What is the type of 4x4 material to be furnished? Wood? Steel? 

A9: Galvanized steel 

 

Q10:  What are the anchoring details for attaching the posts to the slab? 

A10: Drilled into the concrete or shot into the concrete with anchoring flanges. 

 

Q11.  Please confirm the exact location of the concrete pad. 
A11: The exact location will be determined after underground utilities in the vicinity are verified 
by the winning contractor. See answer #A8 
 
 
Q12:  Please confirm height of the shelter? 
A12:  12’– 15’ depending on the trailer mounted generator set. 
 
 
 
Q13:  Please confirm the use of adjacent parking lot for staging? Or proposed staging location? 
A13: Adjacent parking lot could be used for staging. 
 
 
 
Q14:  Can you provide any specifications or requirements on the concrete pad and steel 
reinforcement? 
A14: 3500psi concrete pad with appropriate steel reinforcement. Dimensions are given in the 
SOW.   
 



 
 
 
 
Q15: Any special testing requirements with the generator in place?  

A15:  Yes, such that very thing works seamlessly, that is the switchgear, the generator and the 
building being powered.  

 

Q16:  What will the ICRA level be for this project? 

A16: This job is going to be done outside a laundry building, there is not much concern about 
ICRA. Do not let dust or fumes blow into the building. 

 

Q17:  What are the asbestos, hazardous material and lead abatement requirements associated 
with this project? Should we expect to remediate asbestos, hazardous material, or lead? If 
abatement is required, request that the VA provide the appropriate survey report. 

A17:  No asbestos anticipated in the vicinity or in materials to be used. 

 

Q18:  Will any of the work that we will be performing be required to be performed after normal 
working hours or on weekends? Yes, during shut down and reconnection of power to the 
building. 

A18: Yes, some of the work to be done will require after close of business, such as when there is 
need to shut down power to reconnect new cables. 

 

Q19:  Any specs on the ATS to be selected? Does it need to be a 3 pole or 4 pole switch? 

A19:  4-pole. See answers to # A1 and A2 

 

Q20:  We need submittals on the generator to be furnished by the VA. 

A20: See attachment 1. 

 

 

 



Q21:  How long can the building be de-energized during the tie in connections to the ATS? 

A21:  It could be as much as it takes as long as it is after close of business. When the laundry is 
closed at COB. 

 

Q22:  Will any temporary power be needed to back up existing electrical panels while the 
building is de-energized making connections at the ATS? 

A22: No temp power required. 

 

Q23:  Is the existing underground secondary 480v feeder to building 226 installed in a concrete 
encased duct bank? 

A23: Most probably it is encased, assume it is encased, that’s how we conduct business here at 
the VA. 

 
 

 


