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1. What are the asbestos, hazardous material and lead abatement requirements associated with this project? Should 

we expect to remediate asbestos, hazardous material, or lead? If abatement is required, request that the VA 

provide the appropriate survey report. 

 

A: The VA has a complete lead & asbestos survey if in project work area abatement will be the responsibility of 

the contractor. 

 

2. Will we be provided either a storage area or a place to put our metal, weatherproof storage container? If so, 

where will that be? 

 

A: Yes, near the construction site 

 

3. Will we be provided an area to place our dumpster?  If so, where will that be? 

 

A: Yes, near the construction site 

 

4. What will the ICRA level be for the project? 

 

A: ICRA Level II which does not require an ICRA 

 

5. Will contractors have access to the restrooms in Building 163 or 202? 

 

A: Yes, considering that the pathway to these bathrooms is also used by patients, therefore the contractor’s 

personnel shoes must be free of mud etc. We need to keep the area clean!  

 

6. Will any of the work that we will be performing be required to be performed after normal duty hours or on 

weekends? 

 

A: Yes, all shutdown’s must be coordinated with the COR so that the Medical Center is notified two (2) weeks 

in advance. 

 

7. Will the VA extend the period of performance for this project from one hundred and twenty (120) days to two 

hundred and seventy (270) days?  It will take a maximum of one hundred and twelve (112) days for the 

generator to be modified for outdoor use if there are no issues with generator, leaving contractors with only 

eight (8) days to ship, install and test the new generator.  Two hundred and seventy (270) days will provide 

contractors with an appropriate timeframe to completely prepare the site and install the new generator. 

 

A: Yes, 9 months sound reasonable because the retrofit of the existing generator will take 3.5 months to 

complete.  However, it MUST be completed on or before the period of performance. 

 

8. The generator to be modified has sat covered with a tarp for the last three (3) years.  Is the generator in working 

condition? 

 

A: The generator is in the identical condition it was when ship here 3 yrs. ago, (given it has been under a tarp 

for 3 yrs.) When sent to GENERAC by the contractor, it is expected the OEM supplier verifies the unit prior to 

performing the mods.  Contractor shall request this as part of the generator retrofit. 

 

 

 



 

9. Will contractors be required to provide temporary concrete walkways to supplement existing concrete walkways 

blocked during construction? 

 

A: No, the entrance will be close until construction is complete.  Contractor however is responsible to repair any 

damages to concrete walkways that are damage during construction.  

 

10. Will contractors be provided reserved parking spaces in addition to spaces located on the construction staging 

area? 

 

A: No, there is enough parking spaces adjacent to the construction site (two parking lots available). 

 

11. Will the VA retain any of fuel removed from the existing 2000 gallon below grade fuel tank?  Should 

contractors expect to dispose of the remaining fuel in the 2000 gallon below grade fuel tank? 

 

A: No to the first question and Yes to the second question. 

 

12. Will ARC flash studies be required for new electrical equipment?  If so, which items of new equipment? 

 

A: Yes, for all electrical; components installed by contractor that requires ARC flash study as per NFPA 

guidelines. 

 

13. Will ARC flash labels be required for new electrical equipment?  If so, which items of new equipment? 

 

A: Yes 

 

14. Will the concrete duct bank need to be dyed? If so, does it need to be mixed in or top coat? 

 

A: We would preferred it to be dyed, top coat 

 

15. Will there be a list of time/times that it will be permissible to have a scheduled power outage to safely 

disconnect and remove feeders from MSB as well as the installation of new feeders from New panel EMDP to 

MSB? 

 

A: Answer is on # 6 

 

16. Drawing sheet ED100 under Notes, refers to sheet E200 and Detail 2 for riser diagram, we didn’t get a page 

E200 and the Detail 2 on ES200 is of a one-line drawing, is it supposed to refer to this page and this detail 

rather than the ones listed? 

 

A: Answer from the A/E “Change note on sheet ED100 from “NOTE: PLANS SHOWN ABOVE ARE 

INTENDED TO REPRESENT THE EMERGENCY DISTRIBUTION SYTEM ONLY. NORMAL POWER 

CONNECTIONS ARE TO REMAIN. REFERENCE DETAIL #2, SHEET E200 FOR PARTIAL NORMAL 

AND EMERGENCY SYSTEM RISER DIAGRAM.” To “NOTE: PLANS SHOWN ABOVE ARE 

INTENDED TO REPRESENT THE EMERGENCY DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM ONLY. NORMAL POWER 

CONNECTIONS ARE TO REMAIN. REFERENCE DETAIL #2, SHEET ES200 FOR PARTIAL ONE-LINE 

DIAGRAM - MSB” 

 

17. Where is the ATS #5 located? 

 

A: In mechanical room across from where the actual generator. 

 

 

 



18. Where are the ATS’s ATS-EQ and ATS-CR and are they currently hooked up? 

 

A: Answer from the A/E “ATS’s ATS-EQ and ATS-CR are existing VA equipment, the two ATS’s were last 

seen in storage in building 166.  During the design process, the VA requested that we provide space for these 

ATS’s in Building BD116B.  Reference sheet ES200, Plan 1 and keyed note 10: the Contractor is responsible 

for relocating the existing ATS’s as directed by the VA, coordinating the confirming the dimensions of the 

existing ATS’s, installing appropriately sized equipment pads for the ATS’s and setting the ATS’s in place. 

Wiring of ATS’s will be performed under a future contract.    

 

19. Where is room BE116A as mentioned in note 7 on ED100 

 

A: Is the room next to the indoor generator showed to the contractors during the Prebid visit. 

 

20. If a standby backup generator is required, can it be placed at the dock or within 100 feet 

 

A: No, it can’t be place at the loading dock, but yes 100 Ft. from its current location, possibly adjacent to the 

construction site. This is a suggestion other options can be considered.  

 

21. Can we get the specs on the new generator to be installed including weight and footing windows 

 

A:  This has been provided by Amendment 0002 

 

22. Does the VA already have the remote annunciator for the new generator as noted in note 4 on page ES200 on 

site? 

 

A: It must be supplied by the contractor. 

 

23. A temporary emergency generator will be required to provide coverage while the existing emergency generator 

is removed, and the outdoor generator is installed.  It is not possible to complete the required work without a 

temporary emergency generator.  Will the VA consider adding a line item to the Schedule B for a temporary 

emergency generator in order to ensure consistency in the bidding process? 

 

A: The VA has not anticipated the need for a temporary generator, A/E design does not contemplate a need for a 

temporary generator. 

 

24. In order to properly size the temporary emergency generator, what maximum load must the temporary 

emergency generator be capable of carrying? 

 

A:  If the contractors means and methods contemplates the use of a temporary generator, it must meet current 

emergency load needs.  

 

25. Where will contractors place the generator from Building 166 after it is removed?  Will it be stored at 

Temple VAMC or somewhere off site? 

 

A:  When the contractor surrenders it to VA it will be stored at Temple VAMC. 

 

26. Reference - Plan Page SS200, Foundation Section Detail 01, Straight Shaft Drilled Pier.  For bidding 

purposes, how are contractors to determine where the bearing stratum begins?  Detail 01 depicts twelve (12) 

feet from the existing grade to the bearing stratum.  Should contractors bid straight shaft drilled piers at 

twelve (12) feet, sixteen (16) feet or eighteen (18) feet? 

 

A: For drilling depth, bid 12 feet depth below existing grade at each pier, as noted on Detail 01/SS200.   

For concrete depth, bid bottom elevation at 12 feet below existing grade and top elevation as noted on each 

section.  For example, Section 02/SS200 shows top-of-pier elevation = 678.89 feet. 



 

27. After careful review of the project bid documents, the subject of whether lime stabilization is required is 

vague.  Based on the vagueness of whether lime stabilization is required, we will not include this item in 

our proposed price.  If the Government feels that lime stabilization might be required, we recommend lime 

stabilization be added as a line item in the Schedule B and if not needed the winning contactor can release 

the money for lime stabilization back to the Government at the end of the project via a credit change order.   

 

A:  TTL’s geotechnical report for this project does not include lime treatment for the new pavement placed 

between the existing pavement and the generator pad.   See the table on page 17 of the report where the 

recommended pavement subgrade is moisture conditioned (and not lime treated).  Ordinarily lime treat 

would be specified, but this is a messy procedure generally involving a large area, so the civil engineer 

specified moisture conditioning of the subgrade. 

 

TTL’s geotechnical report provides a construction-related recommendation for lime treatment for the pavement 

area if the subgrade soils are too wet to construct the pavement (see page 17, last paragraph.)  This is only an 

option.  The contractor can also simply wait for the subgrade to dry and then prepare it to the specifications to 

the moisture conditioned sub graded criteria (see page 19). 

 

TTL’s geotechnical report indicates that the perimeter of the pad be protected from infiltration of surface water.  

This may be done by placing a clay cap immediately adjacent to the perimeter of the generator pad/enclosure 

walls (see page 14).  If the select fill used to construct the fill pad underlying the generator pad is constructed 

with “Lean Clay Select Fill” then Method 1 on page 15 may be used for the clay cap.  If the select fill used to 

construct the fill pad underlying the generator pad is constructed with “Granular Select Fill”, then Method 2 on 

page 15 is used for the clay cap.   Method 2 incorporates lime treatment of the sloped subgrade. 

 

 

28. Reference – Plan Page MEP101, Detail 6 & 7, Roadway Utility Marker.  Will the VA provide the one-piece 

flat concrete utility marker, or will contractors need to provide it? 

 

A:  Provided by contractor. 

 

29. Will contractors only be required to provide freight for the generator to be converted for outdoor use?  Is the 

VA solely responsible for payment to modify their generator for outdoor use?  If no, will the VA provide a 

single quote to covert the existing generator for outdoor use to all contractors? 

 

A: Contractor will be responsible for all cost related to the retrofit of the generator, i.e. freight to and from 

OEM plant, NEMA 3 upgrade, belly tank etc., etc. 

 

30. Reference – Plan Page CS200.  The existing 2000 gallon below grade fuel tank is to be removed.  An 

existing tree that is in the vicinity of the tank is to be protected from damage during removal.  We believe 

that tree roots will be damaged during tank removal.  Will contractors replace the existing tree with a red 

oak if damaged? 

 

A: If tree is to be removed due to the damage of its roots, the contractor shall substitute the removed tree 

with two (2) red oak trees, sizes are specified in the SWO. 

 

  


